Title:


Research/Communications Analyst
The IFC Private Enterprise Partnership for Africa, in partnership with the United Kingdom Department for International Development and FIAS, is supporting the Sierra Leone Private Sector Forum for dialogue between the government and the private sector on improving the business environment in Sierra Leone.  

The program, areas which will be covered include:

· Facilitating the ongoing participation of the private sector in the current reform implementation process;

· Providing a focal point for coordinated consultation between GOSL, broad-based private sector and civil society interests on policy development and implementation on issues which affect the private sector; and 

· Demonstrating leadership in the business community to sensitize investors, entrepreneurs, politicians and the general public on important investment climate and entrepreneurship issues, to help create a real bottom-up constituency for economic reform. 

The proposed program will fund a Secretariat staff and the activities of the Forum, including the communications program.  The activities would directly support the implementation of the FIAS/DFID Administrative Barriers to Investment Reform Program, and the Private Sector Development Strategy support program of DFID.  

The Forum will also be supported by an international consultant from the Investment Climate Unit of the World Bank Group to design the communications program, as well as an international consultant from IFC partner business membership organization to provide capacity building and advocacy training for the Chamber of Commerce. 

The Research/Communications Analyst will be part of a team of two other professionals and an assistant which will comprise the Secretariat.  He/she will support the Secretariat with research and communications on economic, legal and business issues concerning the Business Forum.    

Duties and Accountabilities

· Participate in Workgroup meetings, and provide technical support to ongoing Workgroup activities.  
· Provide research support to private sector participants on economic and policy analysis; 

· Assist the Economist with research and inputs into issue and policy notes on topics identified by working committees;
· Research and help draft inputs to the communications program; 
· Support the Economist with research and data analysis of reform proposals as needed; 
· With other team members draft articles, deliver presentations and speeches on reform approaches and institutional change in each of the program areas. 

Selection Criteria

· Minimum Bachelors’ Degree in Economics, business or related field;  

· At least 5 years of relevant government or private sector experience in economic analysis and policy formulation;   

· Experience in policy analysis and formulation in areas relevant to investment climate; 

· Knowledge of investment climate issues in Sierra Leone or similar environment; 

· Strong written communications skills, able to support other team members in their interface with public and private sector leaders; 

· Strong teamwork and interpersonal skills.

